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Greetings!  Welcome 
back!  I hope everyone 
had an enjoyable, 
rejuvenating, and 
productive summer break.  
I am excited to meet the 
new CTE teachers, 
guidance counselors, and 
school administrators in 
our region during our fall 
professional development 
offerings and once I begin 
making scheduled school 
visits. 
 
We have had a busy 
summer at EFE #330, with 
the completion in early 
August of our annual 
summer construction 
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Fall 2013 Professional Development 

We are excited to once 

again offer great 

professional development 

opportunities for region 

teachers, counselors, and 

administrators.  Our 

instructor roundtables will 

be held on the following 

dates: 

 FACS – 9/12/13 

 Business – 9/24/13 

 Industrial – 10/10/13 

We will also hold our Fall 

Student Services 

Committee meeting on 

October 8.  Our Fall 

Principals’ meeting will be 

held on September 19. 

program.  This summer, 
26 students completed the 
four-week courses that 
were offered in both June 
and July.  These students 
were involved in the 
construction of a Habitat 
for Humanity home.  The 
amount of work they were 
able to complete is truly 
amazing.  In addition to 
framing the house, they 
were able to construct a 
storage shed, help install 
trusses, and assist with 
electrical installation.  The 
house is located at 1304 
Williamsburg Drive in 
Champaign. 
 

Career and Technical 
Education programs in our 
region continue to provide 
rigorous and relevant 
educational opportunities 
for our students.  These 
opportunities allow 
students to receive hands-
on experiences and build 
skills that will help them 
succeed in both post-
secondary education and 
once they enter the world 
of work.  If we at EFE 
#330 can ever be of 
assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact our 
office.  We look forward to 
working with you during 
the 2013-2014 school 
year. 

We have a multitude of 

productive activities 

planned for these days.  

Mary Waters will be 

providing hands-on 

training sessions involving 

the integration of Common 

Core State Standards 

(CCSS) with CTE 

curriculum.  During these 

sessions, teachers will 

have the opportunity to 

work with their colleagues 

as they design projects for 

use in the classroom that 

are aligned with CCSS.  

Teachers will also have 

opportunities to share best 

practices and connect with 

Parkland College faculty 

and members of the 

business community.  We 

have presentations and 

industry tours organized at 

CU MTD, Curtis Orchard, 

Wagner Machine 

Company, and Advanced 

Filtration Systems. 

Please make every effort 

to attend these offerings, 

as we believe each will 

help our region 

instructors, counselors, 

and administrators remain 

at the leading edge of 

Career and Technical 

Education program 

development in Illinois. 
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Recently, STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, 

and Math) Education has 

been highlighted as vital 

to the success of our 

nation’s business and 

industry.  Upon inspection, 

many of the skills that are 

necessary for workers in 

“STEM” jobs are being 

taught each and every day 

in CTE courses. 

A recent report from The 

Brookings Institution 

entitled The Hidden STEM 

Economy, highlights this 

fact.  In their report, they 

detail that in fact half of all 

The Hidden STEM Economy 

FY-13 CTEI Grant 

Our FY-13 CTEI Grant was 

extended to August 31.  At 

this point, all CTEI 

subgrants have been 

zeroed out.  We would like 

to thank everyone for their 

cooperation and expertise 

in helping manage these 

grants.  Please make every 

effort to send in all 

necessary documentation 

to our office for audit and 

record keeping purposes.  

Contact our office with 

questions. 

CTE Grant Updates 

September 2013 

September 12 – FCS Roundtable 

September 18 – Executive Committee 

September 19 – Principals’ Meeting 

September 24 – Business Roundtable 

October 2013 

October 8 – Student Services Meeting 

October 9 – Statewide Business Teacher Update Session in Champaign 

October 10 – Industrial Technology Roundtable 

October 16 – Full Board Meeting 

 

Important Upcoming Dates!! 

STEM jobs are in 

manufacturing, health 

care, or construction 

industries.  Installation, 

maintenance, and repair 

occupations make up 12 

percent of all STEM jobs.  

In addition, half of all 

STEM jobs are available 

to workers without a four-

year college degree, and 

these jobs pay $53,000 on 

average. 

The entire Brookings 

Institute report can be 

found by following this 

link.  It makes for very 

interesting reading.  The 

report also highlights the 

fact that even though 

many STEM jobs are 

obtained with less than a 

bachelor’s degree, only 

one-fifth of the $4.3 billion 

spent annually by the 

federal government on 

STEM education and 

training goes toward 

supporting sub-bachelor’s 

level training. 

I encourage you to read 

the report, as much of the 

information could be 

useful to students as they 

make decisions about 

their future career plans. 

FY-14 CTEI Grant 

FY-14 CTEI subgrants were 

approved this summer.  We 

are again expecting delays 

in state payments for our 

region.  CTE departments 

may begin making CTEI 

grant purchases once all 

necessary paperwork is 

turned into our office for the 

FY-13 CTEI grant.  

Although these purchases 

can be made at the district 

level, districts should not 

expect their first FY-14 

CTEI allocation until later in 

the school year. 

FY-14 Perkins Grant 

Our FY-14 Perkins Grant 

allocation was reduced due 

to the federal sequestration 

and an unexpected lower 

region-wide poverty 

allocation.  We are planning 

on sending Perkins 

allocation notices to 

districts on Monday, 

September 9.  Please begin 

planning Perkins 

expenditures.  Similar to 

past practice, our office will 

complete all Perkins 

purchases. 

State Representative Naomi 
Jakobsson visited our Construction 
students during the June session. 
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