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Greetings!  I hope this EFE 
newsletter finds you excited 
for another successful 
school year.  Education for 
Employment System #330 
has had a summer full of 
changes and transition, with 
more yet to come.  As many 
of you know, Lorie 
McDonald, who had been 
with the EFE for almost ten 
years, recently accepted a 
position with Lincoln Land 
Community College.  
Although sad to see her 
leave, we are extremely 
excited for Lorie as she 
takes on this new challenge.  
We know she will do an 
outstanding job.  We are 
currently in the process of 
filling the reshaped position 
of Special Projects 
Coordinator.  We hope to 
have someone in place by 
October 1. 

System Director’s Update 

 

Fall Professional Development 

We currently have six 

professional development 

workshops/meetings 

planned for the fall 

semester.  The schedule is 

as follows: 

 9/18/14 – Counselors 

 9/19/14 – Business Ed. 

 9/25/14 – Principals 

 9/30/14 – Industrial Tech 

 10/7/14 – FACS 

 11/7/14 – Agriculture Ed. 

In addition to providing a 

valuable opportunity to 

connect with secondary 

I am also excited to 
announce that our office will 
be moving to Parkland 
College’s campus in the 
near future.  It is possible we 
will be fully transitioned to 
the new space by mid-
October.   I am confident 
that this relocation will 
create a wealth of new 
opportunities for 
secondary/post-secondary 
partnerships.  This will 
ultimately be a benefit to the 
students in the fourteen high 
schools that are members of 
our cooperative.  I would like 
to thank Parkland College 
for extending the invitation. 
 
I am looking forward to 
seeing many of you during 
our fall professional 
development workshops.  I 
am also excited to observe 
the ways in which schools 

utilize Career Cruising, the 
new online career 
development system that is 
available to every middle 
school/junior high and high 
school within our region.  
More information about both 
of these initiatives can be 
found within this newsletter. 
 
Career and technical 
education (CTE) 
programming options are 
more important than ever 
and help ensure the 
success of all students 
within our schools.  I look 
forward to another 
outstanding year working 
with secondary and post-
secondary educators, 
members of the business 
community, and others 
committed to creating 
opportunities for our 
students. 

and post-secondary peers 

from across the region, 

these workshops will also 

provide teachers, 

counselors, and principals 

the opportunity to network 

with numerous members 

of business and industry 

from across central Illinois 

by participating in industry 

tours.  We are scheduled 

to visit the following 

companies this fall: 

 HL Precision Mfg, Inc. 

 State Farm at U of I 

Research Park 

 Frasca, International 

 Prairie Fruits Farms 

 Caterpillar Simulation 

Center at U of I 

Research Park 

Our counselors group will 

also participate in a 

business panel/roundtable 

discussion with 

approximately 10-15 

manufacturing and skilled 

trades employers.  I would 

like to thank all of our 

business partners for 

agreeing to participate in 

these events. 
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EFE #330 has purchased a 

region-wide subscription for 

an engaging online career 

development program 

entitled Career Cruising 

Springboard.  Every middle 

school/junior high and 

high school within our 

region has access to this 

program.  Although the 

components of the program 

are too numerous to 

mention in this space, a few 

of the highlights include: 

 Assessments – work 

interests, skills, learning 

styles, ability profiler 

 Career Exploration – job 

descriptions, earnings, 

Career Cruising 

FY-15 CTEI Grant 

Because of level state funding and 

increased enrollments, every district will 

receive an increased CTEI allocation 

during the 2014-2015 school year!  Our 

July, August, and September state 

payments have been vouchered, but we 

have not received any of the funds.  

Once we receive funds, we will forward 

a substantial amount to each district 

office.  Schools should be in the process 

of planning for their 14-15 CTEI 

expenditures.  I will keep you updated 

throughout the year. 

CTE Grant Updates 

September 2014 

September 17 – EFE Executive Committee Meeting 

September 18 – Regional Counselors’ Workshop 

September 19 – Business Education Roundtable 

September 23 – 24 – Forum for Excellence 

September 25 – Regional Principals’ Meeting 

September 30 – Industrial Technology Roundtable 

October 2014 

October 7 – FCS Roundtable 

October 13 – EFE Office Closed 

October 15 – EFE Full Board Meeting 

Important Upcoming Dates!! 

education/training, career 

paths, etc. 

 Education Exploration – 

includes a comprehensive 

database of post-

secondary options 

 Financial Aid – 

scholarships and other 

programs 

 Employment – cover 

letter, resume generators, 

interview preparation, etc. 

 My Plan – allows students 

to keep track of all career 

exploration and activities 

throughout their 

education career 

We will be conducting 

training and update 

sessions throughout the 

year.  Once our new new 

Special Projects 

Coordinator is in place, that 

person will also be available 

to visit schools and work 

individually with educators 

and students.  We have 

made a significant 

investment because we 

believe this program has the 

potential to provide great 

benefits for the students 

within our region.  Please do 

not hesitate to contact me if 

you would like more 

information about Career 

Cruising. 

FY-15 Perkins Grant 

The EFE #330 board of control 

approved the 2014-2015 Perkins Grant 

allocations at our August board 

meeting.  A number of factors contribute 

to each district’s allocation.  I am happy 

to report that our districts received on 

average a 31% increase to their 14-15 

Perkins Grant allocation.  As a 

reminder, these requests should be 

gathered at the school level and then 

forwarded to our office for processing.  

We complete the purchases in the order 

in which they were received. 

Several of our 2014 Summer 
Construction Program students 
hard at work in Gifford.  These 
students helped build several 
homes and constructed a new 
garage to replace one that was 
destroyed in the fall 2013 tornado.  
15 students participated in the 
month-long program. 
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