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The 26th annual 8th Grade Career 
Conference will once again be 
held in January at the I-Hotel and 
Conference Center in 
Champaign.  Dates will be 
January 10-12 and 24-26. Before 
the conference, all 8th graders 
who will be in attendance are to 
complete the Matchmaker portion 
of Career Cruising. This ensures 
that they will be placed in the 

sessions that closely relate to 
their interests. Sessions include; 

2017 8
th

 Grade Career Conference 

Summer 2016 Construction Program 

The 2016 Summer 

Construction Education 

Program was a huge success. 

16 students from 10 area high 

schools participated. 

Once again, EFE partnered 

with Habitat for Humanity. 

The class was taught by Alex 

Ramirez, from Central High 

School and Phil Durland, 

retired Villa Grove industrial 

technology teacher. 

The students had the 

opportunity to assist in the 

human services, business, 
art/communication, industrial 
technology, health, and 
agriculture/natural resources. An 
e-mail has been sent to school 
contacts requesting that their 
students complete the 
Matchmaker.  Renae Kirkton is 
available to visit the middle 
schools/junior highs to assist 
students and teachers with the 
Matchmaker portion of Career 

Cruising. 

We are excited to welcome back 
Topper Steinman and Phil 
Edwards, Urbana Fire Department, 
as our keynote speakers. We are 
looking forward to another 
successful year with great 
speakers from a wide variety of 
backgrounds! 
 
For more information about the 
conference, please contact Renae. 
 
 

construction of two homes for 

Habitat. A media day was held 

and students were interviewed 

by WCIA and Fox News 

Champaign about their 

experience.  The program was 

then featured on the local news 

that evening. Here is a link to 

the WCIA broadcast.  Area 

professionals also visited the 

build site and had an 

opportunity to speak to 

students, as well as view their 

hard work and progress. 

Students visited Plumbers and 

Pipefitters Local 149 and U of I 

facilities and services, where they 

participated in hands-on projects, 

such as soldering and metalworking. 

On the final day of the program, a 

luncheon was held for the students.  

Each student was awarded one high 

school credit in Residential Carpentry 

and a $500 educational stipend.  This 

group of students demonstrated 

excellent employability skills and 

represented EFE #330 and their 

home districts very well.  

Fall 2016 Professional Development 

Fall started with a bang for our 

CTE teachers. Our first 

roundtable this fall was F&CS, 

which was held on September 

20th. The day started with CU 

Cradle to Careers giving a 

presentation. Teachers then 

visited the Parkland College 

Child Development Center.  The 

day continued with a 

presentation from local food  

truck owners (Dragon Fire 

Pizza and The Snack Shack), 

followed by a presentation from 

East Central IL AHEC. The day 

wrapped up with a tour at Big 

Grove Tavern. Next up was the 

Business education roundtable 

held on September 22nd. The 

day began with a great 

discussion between high school 

teachers, Parkland College 

representatives, and area business 

professionals. After the teachers 

participated in a hands-on technology 

session, the day ended with a tour of 

Pixo. Last but not least, our Industrial 

Technology roundtable was held on 

September 27th at Open Source 

Classroom in Bloomington, where 

teachers learned about 3-D 

programming.  Thanks to everyone 

who presented during the workshops! 
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ECCA is in full swing for the 

2016-2017 academic year. 

112 students from 15 high 

schools are participating in a 

variety of programs, 

including: 

 Automotive 

 CNA 

 Computer Networking 

 Criminal Justice 

 EMS 

 Manufacturing 

As this is a true dual credit 

opportunity, all of the students 

will be earning both high 

school credit and Parkland 

Early College and Career Academy 

FY-17 CTEI Grant 

We have not yet received any state 

funds for the FY-17 fiscal year.  We are 

currently owed $344,822 for our July – 

October state payments.  As soon as 

possible, we will flow CTEI funds to 

member districts.  CTE departments 

should be in the process of planning 

their CTEI expenditures for FY-17.  

Remember to maintain adequate 

documentation for our audit 

requirements.  Please let Shelly or I 

know if you need assistance with this 

process. 

Financial Update 

October 2016 

October 18 – Regional Counselors Workshop 

October 19 – EFE Full Board Meeting 

October 28-29 – ITEC Bloomington-Normal, IL 

 

November 2016 

November 9-11– IBEA Conference Springfield, IL 

November 16 – EFE Executive Committee Meeting 

November 24-25 – Thanksgiving Break – EFE Closed 

November 30 – December 3 – ACTE Career Tech Vision 

Important Upcoming Dates!! 

College credit for the 

coursework they complete 

through the ECCA. 

This year, we have decided to 

feature a new student each 

week through a Student 

Spotlight. This can be found on 

our social media outlets (links 

below). We are thrilled to have 

a strong group of very talented 

students in ECCA. 

New to ECCA is the Hot 
Rodders of Tomorrow Engine 
Team. The Hot Rodders of 
Tomorrow Engine challenge is 
a team-based competition in 
which high school students 
tear down and rebuild an 
engine. After being 
disassembled, the engine is 

rebuilt to factory 
specifications, all while being 
timed and with up to five 
judges observing. Competing 
against fifty other teams, the 
Hot Rodders engine team 
qualified for nationals with a 
time of 27 minutes and 50 
seconds, with no errors or 
penalties. The team will 
compete in the national 
competition at the SEMA 
Show in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
in November. 

If you have questions about 

ECCA, please contact us or 

stop by our office in Room 

A113 at Parkland College.  

We are excited to continue to 

build awareness and interest 

in this awesome opportunity. 

FY-17 Perkins Grant 

The EFE Board approved FY-17 

Perkins Grant allocations at our August 

board meeting.  Official notices were 

mailed in September.  We were able to 

increase our region-wide Perkins 

allocation by almost $65,000 this year!  

As a reminder, these requests should 

be gathered at the school level and then 

forwarded to our office for processing.  

We complete the purchases in the order 

in which they were received.  Please let 

Shelly or I know if you have any 

questions. 

 

ECCA Automotive Engine Team 
pictured at the Hot Rodders of 
Tomorrow Engine Challenge in 
Joliet. 
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