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As spring gets closer, I am 
happy to inform you that 
we have received our next 
big CTEI payment from 
the state.  This will allow 
us to forward another 45 
percent of each district’s 
total CTEI allocation.  
After this amount is 
transferred, each district 
will have received 75 
percent of their total FY-
13 CTEI allocation.  At this 
point, schools should be in 
the process of planning 
and completing CTEI 
expenditures. 
 
During the month of 

System Director’s Update 

 

Common Career Technical Core Update 

As highlighted in an earlier 

edition of EFE #330 

Updates, the CCTC 

includes a set of 

standards for each of the 

16 Career Clusters and 

their corresponding career 

pathway that define what 

students should know and 

be able to do after 

completing instruction in a 

specific program of study.    

The CCTC also includes 

an overarching set of 

Career Ready Practices 

that apply to all programs 

of study.  These 12 

statements address the 

knowledge, skills, and 

dispositions that are 

important to becoming 

January, we held our 
annual Eighth Grade 
Career Conference.  The 
conference was held at I-
Hotel and Conference 
Center.  A total of 23 
schools and 1,450 
students from across the 
region participated in the 
event.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
the participating districts 
and the I-Hotel for making 
this event a tremendous 
success. 
 
During February and early 
March, we held four 
instructor roundtables at 

Parkland College.  These 
were well-attended and 
allowed for outstanding 
collaboration amongst our 
region instructors.  We 
had the opportunity to 
make site visits to MUTI, 
Surface 51, and U of I.  
We were also able to 
bring in an outstanding 
business panel for our 
inaugural Ag roundtable. 
 
We are now in the 
process of planning for 
our Trade-Up event and 
Summer Construction 
Program.  We look 
forward to working with 
you this spring. 

career ready. 

On March 1, 2013 the 
National Association of 
State Directors of Career 
Technical Education 
Consortium (NASDCTEc) 
launched a large scale 
alignment study to 
compare the CCTC 
against state CTE 
standards. The goal of the 
study is to assist states in 
their efforts to improve the 
quality of CTE programs.  
NASDCTEc plans to 
publicly release the results 
of the alignment study in 
October 2013 at the fall 
membership meeting. 

A new online database 

has recently been created 

that provides an 

opportunity to create 

reports specific to the 

needs of the user. Also, 

additional resources 

including performance 

elements and sample 

indicators for the CCTC 

standards are provided as 

a resource tool in the 

exploration and 

understanding of the 

standards. 

If you would like more 

information about the 

CCTC, please feel free to 

contact us or visit 

NASDCTEc’s web site by 

following this link. 
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…there is a perceived deficiency 

in what we commonly refer to as 

soft skills in recent graduates of 

both high school and college. 

EFE #330 is pleased to 

announce that in 

conjunction with the East 

Central Illinois Building 

and Construction Trades 

Council and Parkland 

College, we will be 

offering a two-day hands-

on career exploration 

event entitled Trade-Up 

2013. 

This event will be held on 

April 29-30 at the new 

Applied Technology 

Center at Parkland 

College.  April 29 will be 

reserved for area eighth 

graders and April 30 will 

Trade-Up 2013 Event 

Through our numerous 

discussions with members 

of the business and post-

secondary community, we 

have discovered there is a 

perceived deficiency in 

what we commonly refer to 

as soft skills in recent 

graduates of both high 

school and college. 

Those of you who have 

attended a spring EFE 

meeting have been 

presented with a sample 

evaluation tool for 

evaluating our students’ 

Soft Skills – Student Evaluation Tool 

March 2013 

March 1 – Agriculture Roundtable 

March 13-14 – Connections Conference 

March 20 – Full Board Meeting 

March 28 – April 1 – EFE #330 Office Closed – Spring Break 

April 2013 

April 12 – Counselors’ Meeting @ Tony Noel 

April 17 – Full Board Meeting 

April 18 – Principals’ Meeting @ Tony Noel 

Important Upcoming Dates!! 

be reserved for freshmen 

and sophomores.  

Students who participate 

in the event should be 

those that have shown 

interest in a CTE-related 

field.  The event will begin 

at 9:00 a.m. and conclude 

at 2:00 p.m.  with lunch 

provided. 

Representatives from 

local labor unions will be 

on hand to demonstrate 

and allow students to 

participate in different 

tasks associated with the 

“building trades.”  

Parkland College will also 

provide several stations 

associated with their CTE 

programs. 

We recently sent out 

registration forms for this 

event.  Please determine 

which students at your 

school would see the most 

benefit and return the 

registration form by March 

22. 

If you have any questions 

about Trade-Up, please 

call or e-mail Nick Elder or 

Lorie McDonald.  We look 

forward to seeing many of 

you, as well as your 

students attend this event. 

soft skills.  During the 

spring roundtable meetings, 

each group engaged in 

valuable discussion about 

the rubric.  EFE #330 has 

encouraged region 

instructors to use the 

evaluation tool with their 

students and provide 

feedback about the 

effectiveness of the rubric 

when used in a classroom 

setting. 

During our roundtable 

discussions, ideas such as 

using the evaluation during 

parent-teacher conferences 

and as a student self-

evaluation were shared.  

This is an example of the 

useful feedback that will be 

used to create the final 

document. 

EFE #330 is in the process 

of working with multiple 

business, industry, and 

community organizations to 

improve the evaluation tool.  

Although only a part of the 

puzzle, we feel the rubric 

could be used to help our 

students discover success 

upon graduation. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/EFE330
http://www.efe330.org/
https://twitter.com/EFE330

