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Greetings!  I hope 
everyone is having an 
enjoyable summer.   
 
During June, I had the 
opportunity to participate 
in an industry roundtable 
focused on manufacturing 
in Rantoul.  The dialogue 
was excellent and 
numerous opportunities 
for partnerships between 
industry and education 
were discussed.  We must 
always remember the role 
career and technical 
education programs play 
in developing the next 
generation of our 
workforce.  Many 

System Director’s Update 

 

Summer Construction Program 

Our summer construction 

program is halfway 

complete.  Session one 

ran from June 3 – June 

28.  14 students from 

region high schools were 

able to earn their OSHA 

10-hour safety 

certification, participate in 

hands-on training at the 

Bricklayers training facility, 

tour the Facilities 

Department at the 

University of Illinois, and 

learn about dual credit 

opportunities at Parkland 

College.  In addition, they 

were responsible for 

construction of a Habitat 

business and industry 
partners are eager to 
provide advice, funding, or 
opportunities for student 
field trips for our CTE 
programs.  I encourage 
you to pursue these 
partnerships in your 
respective communities, 
which can only serve to 
strengthen our programs. 
 
I was also able to attend 
the ACTE Region 3 
Conference in East 
Peoria.  I was joined by 
colleagues from 
Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Minnesota, Missouri, and 
Indiana.  This was an 

invaluable experience and 
many great ideas were 
shared.  As part of this 
experience, I was able to 
tour one of Caterpillar’s 
manufacturing facilities.  I 
was reminded of how 
many excellent career 
opportunities for our 
students are offered by 
our region’s 
manufacturers, many of 
whom are willing to 
provide tuition assistance 
for continuing education. 
 
Please let us know if we 
can ever be of assistance.  
Enjoy the rest of the 
summer! 

for Humanity house 

located at 1304 

Williamsburg Drive in 

Champaign.  Under the 

instruction of Alex 

Ramirez from Central 

High School and Phil 

Durland from Villa Grove, 

the students were able to 

make excellent progress 

on this build site.  Pictures 

are located on page two of 

the newsletter. 

The second session will 

begin on July 8 and run 

until August 2.  14 more 

students from region high 

schools will be provided 

the same opportunities 

and will pick up 

construction where the 

first group left off.  Alex 

and Phil will also provide 

instruction for this group. 

We were recently 

awarded a grant from the 

city of Urbana to provide 

assistance for this exciting 

program.  Thank you to 

Alex and Phil for their time 

commitment and excellent 

instruction. I would also 

like to thank the numerous 

organizations that provide 

tours and hands-on 

learning activities for our 

students. 
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One of our FY-14 regional 

initiatives is to provide 

more opportunities for our 

students to earn industry-

recognized certifications 

during or upon completion 

of our CTE 

courses/programs.  EFE 

#330 will be offering up to 

$1,000 mini-grants for 

teachers to use in their 

classroom if they become 

certified in one of several 

areas. 

Business teachers have 

the option of becoming a 

Microsoft Office Specialist 

in Word, PowerPoint, 

Industry Certifications Update 

FY-13 CTEI Grant 

I am pleased to report that 

we are only owed a total of 

$383 from the state.  We 

have received a grant 

extension to August 31.  All 

revisions to subgrants must 

be submitted to our office 

by July 26 so we are able to 

approve and submit them to 

ISBE for approval by July 

31. If your FY-13 CTEI 

grant dollars have not been 

allocated, you should be 

working with our office this 

summer to create a plan. 

FY-13 and FY-14 CTE Grant Updates 

July 2013 

July 4 – Independence Day – EFE Office Closed 

July 8 – Construction Class Begins, 2nd Session 

July 17 – EFE Executive Committee Meeting – EFE Office 

August 2013 

August 6 – ISBE SIS Training – Parkland College 

August 21 – EFE Full Board Meeting – Rantoul 

 

Important Upcoming Dates!! 

Access, or Excel.  

Industrial Technology 

teachers will be pursuing 

AutoCAD certification.  

Both of these groups have 

received free practice 

material and free 

vouchers to take the 

assessments.  Family and 

Consumer Science 

teachers have the option 

of pursuing the Early 

Childhood Education 

Level 1 Certification or the 

Food Service Sanitation 

Certification. 

Upon completion of any of 

these certificates, the 

teachers will be awarded 

up to a $1,000 mini-grant.  

The mini-grant money will 

be used to help offer 

student certifications in 

our region courses. 

If any of you that signed 

up for certification 

opportunities has 

questions this summer, 

please let me know.  I am 

more than willing to assist 

with this process as I feel 

very strongly about the 

value of student 

certifications in secondary 

CTE courses. 

 

FY-14 CTEI Grant 

We have received notice 

from ISBE that our FY-14 

CTEI grant application has 

been approved.  As soon 

as the grant was approved, 

we were put in line for FY-

14 state payments.  I would 

like to thank the districts for 

submitting subgrant 

applications in a timely 

manner and making the 

necessary revisions as 

requested. 

 

 

FY-14 Perkins Grant 

Our FY-14 Perkins grant 

allocation was reduced due 

to the federal sequestration 

and region poverty 

allocations.  We are 

currently working with ISBE  

to get our FY-14 Perkins 

grant approved, which will 

allow us to start allocating 

FY-14 dollars.  Each district 

will receive notice of their 

specific allocation in the fall, 

assuming our grant 

application has been 

approved by ISBE. 
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